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Launched in 2021, Youth for TPNW is a global network of young leaders and advocates for
the abolition of nuclear weapons in support of the TPNW, contributing under-represented
voices to disarmament diplomacy. The organisation promotes collaboration, networking,
and bridge-building between youth from around the world, and also between youth,
experts, and other leaders within the nuclear ban deliberations.
Alongside our partners, we organised the Youth MSP for the first Meeting of State Parties of
the TPNW, which took place in June 2022. This event brought around 130 young people to
the MSP (online and in person), platformed young voices, and opened up space for
discussion about the future of youth engagement with the movement.

127

85%

youth delegates

8/10 or higher

Youth for TPNW engaged 127
youth delegates directly in person
and online from 5 continents, with
many more partner youth
delegations also involved

Over 85% rated our pre-MSP
programme of workshops 8/10 or
higher overall

83%

90%

pre-MSP events

8/10 or higher

All respondents attended online
pre-MSP events, with 83.6%
attending more than 3 sessions.

Nearly 90% of in-person delegates
rated the Youth MSP 8/10 or higher

90%

over half

well-organised
Delegates found the logistics of
the event to be well-organised,
with 90.9% rating them 8/10 or
higher

attendance

More than half would not have
attended the Youth MSP without
the support of Youth for TPNW.(1)

(1) Figures based on online survey of Youth MSP delegates (online and in-person) conducted in the weeks following
the Youth MSP. There were 41 respondents, 30 of whom took part in person and 11 of whom took part online.

INTRODUCTION
Youth for TPNW was proud to host the first ever Youth MSP alongside the main Meeting of
State Parties (MSP) of the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) in June
2022. We put together the event with support from some of our partner organisations.
The Youth MSP brought together more than 130 young people from around the globe with
a passion for nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation. The Youth for TPNW delegates
brought expertise in advocacy, policy, creativity, campaigning, law, and many other fields.
The Youth MSP took place in person and online. The in-person event saw around 90 young
delegates at the Austria Center on June 21 2022 for a day of workshops, talks, advocacy and
planning. Online participants took part in a series of workshops and were able to contribute
to discussions taking place in Vienna.
The programme for the event include keynote speeches, workshops and open discussion.
There was also time for socialising and networking outside of the conference day itself. The
full programme can be seen here. We also put together an advocacy forum the day after
the Youth MSP in the Prater.
Delegates were also invited to join the proceedings of the main MSP. Youth for TPNW was
able to feed into the Youth Statement delivered to attending states as part of the main
MSP.
Youth MSP delegates were selected through an application process run by Youth for TPNW.
The process invited answers to a series of questions on the TPNW, youth participation, and
disarmament. We received around 240 applications, 127 of which were accepted. Our
criteria for assessment was enthusiasm and passion for the topic, insight and research
skills, relevant past experience, and demonstration of relevant skills.

“Feeling like more than a spectator while the grown
ups shake hands was incredibly empowering.”
- Youth MSP delegate
"The collaborative, inclusive and transparent approach
of Youth for TPNW really shines through! It is clear that
all the members are truly dedicated to these values,
and it comes through clearly in your planning and
communication together with partners."
- Youth for TPNW partner organisation

THE PRE-MSP PROGRAMME
Before the MSP, Youth for TPNW put together a series of online workshops, seminars,
webinars and socials. These were intended to create a base level of knowledge for all
delegates in the run-up to the Youth MSP.

8/10

pre-msp

Over 85% of survey respondents
rated the pre-MSP programme
8/10 or higher overall

All survey respondents attended
pre-MSP events, with 83.6%
attending more than 3 sessions.

“I loved how interactive the online platforms were, and
how efficient the organising team was for every step of
the way. The best part is being able to watch
recordings so you never miss out on anything."
- Youth MSP delegate
There were 15 pre-MSP sessions between January and June 2022. These included:

Disarmament 101
Nuclear weapons and climate change
Where do I fit in advocacy
Pacific and nuclear weapons
Africa and nuclear weapons
There were also slots for socialising and networking, and several delegates ran ‘delegate
sharing sessions’, where they were able to share their own expertise. Delegate sharing
sessions included sessions on the Sustainable Development Goals and International
Humanitarian Law.

Respondents to the survey particularly enjoyed sessions on the Pacific and Africa and the
screening of the Vow from Hiroshima. Respondents also gave suggestions for sessions they
would like to see in the future, including more regional sessions such as SE Asia and
nuclear weapons, and introductions to theoretical frameworks such as deterrence theories
and UN processes. These suggestions will be passed to the next committee and delegates
will be encouraged to get involved and given the opportunity to lead these sessions where
they have expertise.

“I really liked that so many delegates were able to hold
their own workshops and it wasn't just a top-down
approach. I learnt so much from everyone else.”
- Youth MSP delegate
We communicated with delegates via Slack and email during the pre-MSP programme.
Delegates were encouraged to socialise and make friends in advance of the MSP, and
around 60 took part in our “families” scheme, with small groups of delegates meeting
online so they had a social framework before attending the main event.

“It was great to be prepared for the MSP and Youth
MSP beforehand by meeting with other delegates at
various calls and sessions.”
- Youth MSP delegate
Delegates were invited to get involved in planning for the Youth MSP itself. Those who were
interested were invited to feed into a policy document, Claiming Our Future: Youth
Priorities for the TPNW. The result is a thematic policy document including
recommendations from young people about what we would like to see from the first
Meeting of State Parties of the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. Working
groups, inclusive of diverse views, contributed to the thematic sections of emerging
technologies, existential risks, disarmament education, intersectionality inclusivity, and
verification, to try and contribute to the ongoing dialogue towards enhancing global peace
and security by abolishing nuclear weapons.
Pacific Youth for TPNW delegates produced a short Pacific briefing.
Both policy documents were published online by Youth for TPNW and can be read here.

Delegates took the valuable content gained in the pre-MSP programme and put it to action
by engaging in local, regional, and international advocacy activities via our Advocacy Action
Toolkit. The Toolkit gathered resources from our partners and allowed delegates to make
tangible contributions to the disarmament movement, no matter their level of past
involvement. Following the Russian Federation’s invasion of Ukraine, Youth for TPNW held
a Global Weekend of Action to call for a nuclear weapons free world and to stand in
solidarity with all people affected by conflict.

23

12

23 youth delegates collaborated to
write the policy document

12 Pacific youth delegates
collaborated to write the Pacific
briefing

THE ONLINE MSP
PROGRAMME
There were a total of 81 delegates registered to attend online. Not all attended for the entire
duration of the day due to constraints such as time zones, but all had the opportunity to
catch up on sessions they missed during the recording. On the day 44 delegates attended
the online MSP at some point.
The online programme ran alongside the in-person programme in Vienna, facilitated by
two Youth for TPNW team members who were specifically designated to plan and run the
online programme. The majority of the programme was a live-stream of the conference in
Vienna, including keynote speeches and the panel discussion.
During the workshops and discussion segments of the day, the online programme ran a
series of online-only workshops and discussions, including on:

Learning from other movements: Mary Wareham,
Human Rights Watch
Online advocacy: Carmen Wilson, dEDucation
Gender and nuclear weapons: panel discussion
Working in nuclear armed states: Liddy Buswell,
Christian CND
The war in Ukraine and nuclear weapons: Leo Béar,
Yalta European Strategy
To encourage interaction Online Coordinators Declan Penrose and Dylan Maynard were
present throughout the Online MSP and welcomed the online delegates to every session to
start a conversation. They spoke in person and conversed in the chat, answering all
questions. During the parts of the conference that were live streamed from Vienna, Declan
and Dylan passed on comments and questions online delegates had posted in the chat.
This ensured they could contribute to the panel and the policy paper discussion. When the
MSP ended in Vienna the Online Coordinators signed off with a thank you to the delegates
for attending and encouraged them to keep involved with Youth for TPNW in the future.
After the Youth MSP, we re-ran an online panel on gender and nuclear weapons that
enabled more delegates and other members of the public to attend.

THE IN-PERSON MSP
PROGRAMME

94

46

94 young people attended the
Youth MSP in Vienna

46 Youth for TPNW members
attended in Vienna, plus 11 team
members

36

25

36 young delegates from partner
organisations attended in person

25 Youth for TPNW delegates were
funded by our organisation

“From the moment that I stepped foot at the Nuclear
Ban forum the weekend prior to the MSP and I was
able to connect with people from Youth for TPNW,
every little bit of my anxiety disappeared and I
instantly felt at home. Between the weekend forum
and the MSP, I learned so much about nuclear
weapons, the devastating humanitarian impact that
these weapons have, and I discovered new ways to
advocate for this issue that we all care so much about.
But more than anything else, it was the people that I
met that made this trip the unforgettable experience
that it was.”
- Youth MSP delegate

The Youth MSP took place on 21 June at the Austria Centre, Vienna. The events took place in
two side-rooms of the main conference. The programme was made up of keynote speakers,
discussions, workshops, and a panel event on the future of youth engagement with the
TPNW.
Youth for TPNW funded accommodation for around 25 youth delegates, which was
provided on the nights of 20th and 21st June. Several delegates stayed for longer, funding
the excess themselves. In future, we would like to be in a position to fund more delegates
to stay for longer, especially those from underrepresented communities.
On the day, workshops were run on various themes, including:

Nuclear weapons and the climate crisis
Nuclear weapons-free zones
Grassroots educational movements
Multimedia VR experience
In conversation with hibakusha
Reaching the media
Workshops were run by partner organisations, delegates, and other civil society groups
present at the 1MSP. The youth statement delivered to the main MSP was coordinated by a
working group of youth organisations, of which we were one.

“The MSP program was educational, interactive,
engaging, and fun. I was looking forward to every piece
of the program and derived program from every
activity of the day. It was masterfully planned.”
- Youth MSP delegate
We held several social events for delegates during the programme, including an open
drinks event on the evening of the Youth MSP itself.
On the morning of 22 June, delegates and other young people in attendance at the MSP
were invited to join an advocacy action forum in the Prater. We were able to exchange our
ideas and wishes for future engagement with the TPNW, upcoming influencing
opportunities, and make connections with those based in our regions. Refreshments and
tools for this event were kindly provided by our partners at IPPNW and Avaaz.

“The fact that Youth4TPNW has brought youth voices
in Vienna inspires and empowers me. Youth4TPNW is
so young, yet it has been able to reach a very
important audience. I am confident that Youth4TPNW
will be even more prepared for the next MSP.”
- Youth MSP delegate
We’re really proud that we were able to bring so many young people to Vienna to get
involved in proceedings. Next time, however, we’d like to work harder at integrating the
Youth MSP and main MSP events, so that young people are able to watch and feed into the
main process.

“It was great to be there, meet new people who were
very motivated on this topic (and the motivation there
was contagious!), the programme was also great: to
hear from hibakusha, the panel on the really well put
together policy document, great speakers too. It is a
shame though that it also meant missing some of the
1MSP. [...] But if youth should be involved, we should
have been in that room.”
- Youth MSP delegate
We would like to extend our online programme to more than one day of the MSP, and
increase links with the main MSP so that young delegates are able to attend more of the
proceedings.

“I attended the grassroots movements and hibakusha
workshops, and both were outstanding. Meeting
hibakusha was one of the most moving experiences of
my life. [...] I will never forget these experiences.”
- Youth MSP delegate

FUNDING
We remain grateful for a grant from SGI which enabled us to fund accommodation, food
and transportation within Vienna for delegates. This grant also allowed us to book extra
space at the Austria Centre, fund advocacy materials, and buy some technical equipment
which enhanced the quality of our livestream.
There is some leftover funding from our SGI grant which SGI have kindly allowed us to keep
in order to continue building on our success. This is currently being held in a bank account
and will be spent according to the wishes of the Youth for TPNW movement, as well as on
our small ongoing running costs (website hosting, Zoom subscription, etc).
We are also deeply grateful to ICAN, who funded the cost of our main venue in the Austria
Centre. ICAN also awarded us a small grant when we were founded to cover some digital
costs, including a Zoom subscription. Avaaz funded advocacy boards and materials relating
to the Advocacy Forum, for which we are very grateful.
We are also grateful to Youth and Student CND, who allowed us to use their bank account
as a holding account while we set up our own. Setting up our own bank account is a high
priority on our post Youth-MSP agenda.
We were unable to raise enough money to cover travel costs to and from Vienna (including
visa costs) for any delegates. Some were sponsored for these costs by ICAN or an
organisation with whom they were otherwise affiliated (e.g. universities, NGOs, charities,
and campaigns groups), and others were fully self-funded. We were disappointed not to be
able to raise enough to cover travel costs and were aware that this made the event much
more inaccessible, especially to those needing visas to travel to Austria. It is a major goal for
the next Youth MSP to be able to fund some travel and related costs for those from
communities underrepresented in these spaces. We recognise that visas act as a particular
barrier for young participants from outside Global North countries, and this contributes to
the under-representation of marginalised communities, which we would like to be in the
financial position to begin to redress at the next MSP.
A detailed breakdown of our spending and surplus can be provided on request to
fundraising@youthfortpnw.net.

“I had zero problems with any logistical matters, which,
considering that this was my first time in Europe, is a
miracle.”
- Youth MSP delegate

WHAT’S NEXT FOR
DELEGATES?
Delegates requested monthly catch-up sessions convened for the whole Youth for TPNW
community, which will be implemented in the coming months. People want to stay
connected with this amazing community, so we will be organising workshops and
discussions to keep the community talking.
Delegates also requested that Youth for TPNW take a coordinating role in organising more
global advocacy actions for our community, for example facilitating delegates coordinating
ICAN cities appeal bids in their local cities. Our global weekend of action in solidarity with
Ukraine, which took place in March, saw actions across the world and catalysed a statement
from global youth organisations condemning the invasion and nuclear threats.
There will be ongoing opportunities to get involved in the Youth for TPNW community and
movement which will be directed by the movement itself. Our blog is open to pitches on an
ongoing basis for young people looking to get some work published.

“A sustainable culture should be employed to keep
delegates connected to the Y4TPNW organization and
the Youth MSP programme itself by developing and
implementing regular and comprehensive workshops
on effective team building, grassroot mobilization,
strengthening of technical capacity and effective
policy engagement with government representatives.”
- Youth MSP delegate

WHAT’S NEXT FOR YOUTH
FOR TPNW?
We want Youth for TPNW to become a long-standing community for young people all over
the globe who are interested in furthering the cause of non-proliferation and disarmament.
This space is much needed, to provide community, education, and an entry point for young
people who are thinking of getting involved in disarmament work. We want to ensure the
future of the movement as a whole and fully integrate intergenerational dialogue into ways
of working in the sector.

“This is a great organization: I enjoyed hearing from
you all and I hope to keep engaging with you all
because I believe that united youths are unstoppable.”
- Youth MSP delegate
Several new modes of working have been discussed to be introduced alongside our current
work, including shifting to a model of regional organising and starting university and
schools outreach. The direction of Youth for TPNW will be decided by the movement as a
whole, as convened by the steering committee.
During summer 2022, we held elections and have now handed over to a new committee
elected by Youth for TPNW constituents, delegates, and partner organisations. This was the
first election held by Youth for TPNW, with the aim to hold elections every two years. Terms
of office will be two years, culminating in actions around the TPNW MSP. Elections will be
held for all steering committee roles, with two co-coordinators for each working group, a
chair, vice-chair, and treasurer.
We are grateful for the financial support of SGI and ICAN for helping us get off the ground
and getting us to the 1MSP. The leftover funds from this will be used to help the
organisation grow and to cover some of our ongoing running costs (primarily digital tools
including Zoom, Canva, and website hosting).
The 2022-4 committee will be encouraged to fundraise, primarily from grant funds and
organisational donations, to cover ongoing costs and the cost of the next Youth MSP. Our
aim is that we would be able to begin to cover travel and visa costs for delegates from
communities for whom international travel to UN centres including Vienna and New York is
more expensive and inaccessible.

“I'd be so grateful if we could make Y4TPNW a longstanding, inclusive and game-changing community.”
- Youth MSP delegate

CONCLUSION
Youth for TPNW is only a year old, but we are proud of the work we’ve done so far in
bringing young voices into the discussion around disarmament, nuclear policy, and the
TPNW. There is plenty of work to do, and we can’t wait to grow as a community. We feel
that the first Youth MSP gives us a strong position on which to build and diversify our
portfolio as a community and a movement.

“Honestly, only positive feedback. I love this
organization, this space you've created, the movement
all of us are building - this is monumental to me. It has
deeply influenced me to make big changes to my life
and I hope to contribute to it as much as I can going
forward. I hope we remain an active community and
do not fall into silence until a new event comes up, like
we discussed in person.”
- Youth MSP delegate
This space is much-needed. Young people’s voices are all too often not heard in high-level
conversations about nuclear disarmament. We are excited to build on the work we’ve
already done as a movement as we hand over to a newly elected committee.
We want the movement to remain open and owned by its members. Anyone under the age
of 30 is welcome to join us and get involved, shaping the direction of our advocacy and
policy. We’re going to build on what we’ve already achieved to form an increasingly diverse
and active movement all over the globe.
We can’t wait to see what’s next.

Contact: info@youthfortpnw.net

“Without Youth for TPNW, I would never have had this
experience.
My profound appreciation to you for giving me this
opportunity, for believing in me, for organizing these
events, and for just being the outstanding people that
you are.
It's no coincidence that Youth for TPNW attracts the
best and brightest young people from all around the
world. I can't wait to see everyone again at the next
MSP!
In the mean time, I am happy to do anything I can to
continue contributing to our movement, and I so look
forward to deepening the connections that we made
with each other in that magical city.
This is just the beginning!”
- Youth MSP delegate

