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FOREWORD

The first Meeting of State Parties (MSP) of the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons
(TPNW) comes at a particularly precarious time for global nuclear security. The Russian
invasion of Ukraine, against a backdrop of nuclear proliferation and rising global risks from
climate change, has brought into sharp focus the urgent need for a renewed conversation
about nuclear disarmament.

But, it is also a moment of opportunity. As more and more states sign and ratify the TPNW,
we are able to move closer to a world free from nuclear weapons: a world where the
international community can unite to secure its own future, free from imminent nuclear
threats. It is vital that youth voices are platformed and empowered: young people are the
leaders of tomorrow, and as such must be included in conversations about our future.

But young people are not just the leaders of the future: we are the largest generation in
history. We are not ‘people in waiting’: we are affected by decisions made by our
governments and global decision-making bodies now. We have a right to contribute to
conversations about national security. We stand in particular solidarity with those young
people living with the ongoing effects of nuclear weapons testing and use, whose voices
must be empowered in decision-making spaces. Some of their voices are included in this
document.
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Youth for TPNW was established in 2021 in response to the need for a platform for young 
people from all around the globe to come together and advocate for nuclear disarmament. 
It is a youth-led, independent movement with representatives all across the globe. The 
Youth MSP, organised by Youth for TPNW and our partners, will be an opportunity for 
young people to equip themselves with skills and meaningfully contribute to the debate.
This document foregrounds the role of youth in the world of nuclear disarmament and non- 
proliferation. It offers proposals and suggestions for enabling future generations to 
contribute to this conversation: for education, inclusion, and for empowerment. It is written 
and edited by young people. 

At Youth for TPNW, we believe in the importance of empowering youth to lead our own 
movements, promote intergenerational dialogue, and give a platform to young voices. This 
document will be presented to representatives of the Meeting of State Parties to offer a 
starting point for further integrating and empowering young voices in decision-making 
and discourse. 

Youth for TPNW is still a new organisation: we are still experimenting and working out what 
an agile, useful, and empowering platform for young people looks like in today’s world. We 
are keen to work with leaders in this space to promote intergenerational dialogue and look 
forward to the next MSP at which we hope there will be an even stronger youth presence.

The presence of nuclear weapons remains an existential risk to everyone and everything. 
We do not want to inherit a world threatening to annihilate itself and recognise the
importance of the Meeting of State Parties in reaching a world free from nuclear weapons. 
Together, we can build a more peaceful world. But the conversation must start with the 
empowerment of youth voices from around the world in spaces like the MSP. I am excited 
for the future of Youth for TPNW and the TPNW itself as we advocate to inherit a more 
secure world.

Lucy Tiller
Chair, Youth for TPNW

The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW), or the Nuclear Weapon Ban 
Treaty, is the first legally binding international agreement to comprehensively prohibit 
nuclear weapons with the ultimate goal of their total elimination. It was adopted on 7 July 
2017, opened for signature on 20 September 2017, and entered into force on 22 January 
2021.

For those nations that are party to it, the treaty prohibits the development, testing, 
production, stockpiling, stationing, transfer, use, and threat of use of nuclear weapons, as 
well as assistance and encouragement to the prohibited activities. For nuclear-armed 
states joining the treaty, Article 4 provides for a time-bound framework for negotiations 
leading to the verified and irreversible elimination of their nuclear weapons programme.(1)

THE TPNW

(1) Un.org. (2017). Treaty on the prohibition of nuclear weapons – UNODA. [online]. [Accessed 4 Jun. 2022].

https://www.un.org/disarmament/wmd/nuclear/tpnw/#:~:text=The%20Treaty%20on%20the%20Prohibition%20of%20Nuclear%20Weapons%20was%20adopted,Nations%20on%2020%20September%202017
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YOUTH FOR TPNW

Launched in 2021, Youth for TPNW is a network of young leaders and advocates for the
abolition of nuclear weapons in support of the TPNW. The aim was to establish a network of
young advocates and delegates from around the world to contribute young voices to
disarmament diplomacy. The organisation promotes collaboration, networking, and bridge-
building between youth from the global north and south, and also between youth, experts,
and leaders within the nuclear ban deliberations. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Anant Saria
Policy Coordinator, Youth for TPNW

The Need for Youth Involvement

As illustrated in the Global Youth strategy of the UN, engaging with youth, supporting 
them, and creating the conditions that permit youth to progress and participate in 
international proceedings will greatly contribute to global goals of peace, security, and 
development. (2) 

The inclusion and role of youth in international peace and security proceedings are 
recognized by the UN Security Council Resolution 2250 (2015), UN Security Council 
Resolution 2419 (2018), UN General Assembly Resolution A/Res/74/64 (2019), and the UN 
Security Council Resolution 2535 (2020). (3)

Youth today are the largest generation in history, the majority of which reside in developing 
countries. (4) The future belongs to this generation. All global efforts to address existential 
risks, developmental challenges, and prevent insecurity have a direct effect on the shape, 
form, and structure of the world that this generation will occupy. 

Empowered by the information age and social media, young people possess great potential 
and enthusiasm to directly get involved in global processes and negotiations addressing 
the shape of the future.

The role of Youth for TPNW

Building on the need for youth involvement in arms control and disarmament proceedings, 
Youth for TPNW has taken the initiative to work with young people from all around the 

(2) United Nations Youth Strategy. [online] 
(3) Undocs.org. (2015). S/RES/2250(2015). [online] Undocs.org. (2018). S/RES/2419(2018). [online]  UN ODS [online]
documents-dds-ny.un.org.  Team, O. (n.d.). ODS HOME PAGE. [online] documents-dds-ny.un.org.
(4) Disarmament and Youth – UNODA. (2015)

https://undocs.org/en/A/Res/74/64
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/18-00080_UN-Youth-Strategy_Web.pdf
https://undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=S%2FRES%2F2250(2015)&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
https://undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=S%2FRES%2F2419(2018)&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N19/416/02/PDF/N1941602.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N20/182/94/PDF/N2018294.pdf?OpenElement
https://www.un.org/disarmament/disarmament-and-youth/
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globe who are interested in contributing to the proceedings of the TPNW and the mission 
to abolish all nuclear weapons. 

As a result of the initiative, we have produced the following document, inclusive of 
perspectives and voices of the delegates of Youth for TPNW, addressing specific risks, 
challenges, and opportunities found within different aspects of nuclear weapons. 

The document aims to suggest concerns and considerations from a young delegation from 
around the globe. It is our effort to contribute to the First MSP of the TPNW until provisions 
for direct youth involvement in international proceedings can be put in place. This 
summary attempts to capture the different thematic working groups and their key works.

Diverse groups of delegates have authored the different sections of the following 
document, working together in thematic working groups to identify and provide their 
recommendations on the particular issue that they are addressing. 

THE THEMATIC WORKING GROUPS

Emerging technologies are providing states with new weapons for enhancing their 
security, and also dampening the opponent's. The rate of technological evolution is making 
it difficult for laws and policies to regulate them. 

New weapon systems, like hypersonic missiles, and their delivery mechanisms include 
automation through Artificial Intelligence (AI) and are integrated into cyberspace. Risks 
have also expanded into space, with the potential of cyber attacks on satellites that 
facilitate defence and early warning systems. This speeds up warfare, decreases the 
decision-making window for leaders, and makes delivery systems susceptible to cyber 
attacks. These conditions increase the likelihood of false alarms, errors, and the potential for 
launching nuclear weapons remotely by a cyber hack. It also ignites an accountability gap 
when a machine takes the final call.

The best way to ensure that technology does not lead us to an event of a nuclear 
catastrophe is to abolish nuclear weapons. States need to ensure safety protocols, 
overrides, and efficient defence systems, and all alarms need to be verified through 
multiple sources. States need to address the accountability gap: there is much money and 
effort spent on technology for military weapons and space exploration, while critical 
developmental problems lack funds. 

The first MSP for the TPNW must address the dilemma between the ambiguous 
developmental and technological advancement goals for the long-term future, alongside 
the existential risks faced by that very future, with the increased potential for the use of 
nuclear weapons being fueled by the same emerging technologies.

ADDRESSING RISKS OF EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES TO 
THE FUTURE OF YOUTH
ALICE FERRARIO, AISHWARYA ANAND, DARIEN CASTRO, MIYA REDFROG  (Eds. ANANT 
SARIA)



The nuclear order is now more complex than it was during the Cold War because more 
states than ever possess nuclear weapons. Furthermore, many of these states are in overt, 
proxy, or tacit conflict with one another. In such a state of insecurity, nuclear weapons can 
trigger an existential crisis for humanity. 

Pacific nations have witnessed the widespread and devastating impacts of more than 315 
nuclear tests conducted by the United States, United Kingdom, and France for more than 
half a century. The humanitarian consequences emanating from these tests have adversely 
affected the Pacific Island populations and led to environmental contamination.

Since the Russian invasion of Ukraine, another existential risk has come into sharp focus: 
warfare which might escalate into a nuclear conflict. In addition to the climate emergency, 
which is disproportionately affecting the Global South, young people are now also faced 
with the renewed threat of a small number of people having the power to destroy the 
planet.

As young people, we look toward our collective futures, and we believe that only a 
complete prohibition and subsequent destruction of all existing nuclear weapons can 
secure this collective future and reduce one of the many existential risks facing humanity. 
Disarmament is key to securing the future of young people and thus of all people and our 
collective future. It is the key to long-lasting, global peace.

ADDRESSING EXISTENTIAL RISKS TO THE FUTURE OF 
YOUTH – SECURING OUR FUTURE
FRANCIS AKUME, NURUL HASNAT OVE, OLIVIA VACACEGU, JULIA WEISSTEINER, 
MERE TUILAU, BEDI RACULE (Eds. LUCY TILLER, ANANT SARIA)

The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) uniquely centres humans in its 
provisions, using inclusive language encouraging equal intersectional participation. This 
section highlights the issues and barriers that prevent inclusive disarmament diplomacy 
and makes recommendations for how to overcome them. 

The visa divide between the Global North and South makes participation in disarmament 
proceedings more expensive and difficult for the Global South. The digital divide causes 
gaps in the inclusion of economic diversity due to accessibility, which is even wider when 
gender is taken into account. Victim assistance proves a barrier for communities that may 
have a more complicated relationship with state authorities. Despite the Women, Peace 
and Security (WPS) Agenda of the UN, the impact of nuclear weapons has a 
disproportionate impact on women and needs greater support for implementation. 
Additionally, efforts to include marginalised actors are often tokenized and withhold them 
from real influence on the proceedings of conferences.

INTEGRATING AN INTERSECTIONAL APPROACH INTO 
THE FUTURE OF DISARMAMENT DIPLOMACY
JESS HENN, CHARLOTTE AKIN, JANIS KAPPELMANN, DAISY JOY ORTIZ (Eds.
CHRISTINA KELLY)
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To address such barriers, international organisations and governments must provide visa 
assistance and special subsidised services to include participants from the Global South in 
international proceedings. The venues for the review conferences for the TPNW must be 
rotated and include venues in the Global South. There needs to be an extension of 
assistance and resources to eliminate accessibility problems and amplify diverse 
participation. The understanding and current definition of ‘victim’ needs to be expanded, 
and mechanisms to suppress discrimination must be put in place. This could include 
mainstream civic engagement in victim assistance programs. The marginalisation of 
women and other underrepresented groups must be acknowledged in disarmament fora, 
and efforts to address such disproportionate efforts must be amplified. There should also be 
other platforms for dialogue and recommendations from civil society and marginalised 
actors if they cannot be included in the MSP proceedings. 

Through formal, non-formal, and informal education, young people can understand the 
challenges of disarmament and change the narrative by developing new disarmament 
strategies. Young people also need opportunities to present their perspectives and conduct 
research to increase their knowledge and aid the process of nuclear disarmament.

Disarmament and non-proliferation have not been integrated into conventional learning 
and the mainstream media. Disarmament education also has a shortage of training 
scholarships and fellowships. Those who want to study in this field are often forced to 
pursue it by themselves and often still lack adequate opportunities and funding. A lack of 
qualifications, pre-existing reputations, and wealth often results in impostor syndrome and 
a lack of self-confidence in young people for disarmament and non-proliferation.

To address such problems, formal education on disarmament must be rapidly promoted 
and incentivized through financial assistance, opportunities, and recognition. A system to 
formally recognize skills based on experience or a test should be mobilised since several 
young advocates learn most from voluntary and practical involvement with organisations. 
Funded scholarships, fellowships, and internship programs in disarmament and non- 
proliferation would also allow greater agency for the future of youth and would retain 
efforts towards peace instead of shifting to corporate analysis for financial stability. 
Additionally, there must be efforts to disentangle companies belonging to the nuclear 
weapons sector from the education sector. 

Beyond education, international structures must become more favourable to youth 
participation and inclusion in the proceedings of multilateral peace processes. These efforts 
directly affect the future - our future. Greater agency and participation in the direct 
proceedings of negotiations would ensure a space for youth concerns to be intrinsically 
included in policy proceedings.

EDUCATION AND AGENCY FOR YOUTH IN 
DISARMAMENT AND NON-PROLIFERATION
MARTA DURIN, REMY ZAHIGA, KELVIN CHIFULUMO, MATTHEW MASLEN (Eds. 
DECLAN PENROSE, ANANT SARIA)
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Multilateral disarmament and arms control agendas often struggle to overcome the lack of 
mutually agreeable disarmament instruments. Regarding verification and nuclear 
disarmament, progress is being made in the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT), from
which the TPNW can take inspiration.

As a youth organisation, we recognise the need for all young people to be taught about the 
various tools and enforcement mechanisms for nuclear disarmament. Verification and 
trust-building are long-term efforts that need continuity: this can only be possible with the 
education and involvement of youth today. 

Youth for TPNW recognises the importance of dialogue in building trust. Whilst the 
Youth4Disarmament initiative is filling the gap between youth and the UN, it is only able to 
cater to a small number of people. Greater support from leaders would mean that existing 
fora, including Youth for TPNW, can receive greater support, and more organisations and 
fora can be created to make such programs available to the masses. 

TPNW-ratifying parties could seek bilateral partnerships with nuclear-armed states for 
greater efforts toward verification solutions. For example, the UK-Norway Initiative to 
investigate technical and procedural challenges regarding possible future nuclear 
disarmament verification regimes should serve as inspiration for educating future 
generations on disarmament verification, as this initiative has provided nuclear arms 
control verification simulations for students from the UK, the US, the Russian Federation, 
South Africa, and Egypt.

To build trust among states, particularly those which currently possess nuclear weapons, 
“no first use” unilateral or multilateral declaratory policies can be a crucial initial step. Such 
actions could promote trust-building and lower threat perceptions to create an 
environment for nuclear disarmament. Research partnerships between TPNW state parties 
and think tanks can also facilitate the development of a future new international authority 
for disarmament verification. TPNW ratifying parties could establish a TPNW-specific 
Scientific Advisory Board built on the models of the Chemical Weapons Convention and the 
CTBT to bring together experts in verification who would be funded by their home 
institutions.

The threat of nuclear weapon use provides an existential threat to the future of the largest 
generation in history, and this generation intends to contribute to preventing that. This 
document is a combined effort by youth delegates from around the world to identify 
several domains of threat amplifiers and youth inclusion in TPNW proceedings and larger 
disarmament efforts. 

ADDRESSING DISARMAMENT VERIFICATION AND 
TRUST BUILDING
MARTA DURIN, REMY ZAHIGA, KELVIN CHIFULUMO, MATTHEW MASLEN (Eds. 
DECLAN PENROSE, ANANT SARIA)

CONCLUSION
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(5)  ICAN. (2020) ‘Emerging technologies and nuclear weapon risks’, 2020 
(https://www.icanw.org/emergingtechnologies) (Accessed: May 27, 2022)

 (6) Nakamitsu, I. (2021) ‘Eliminating the Existential Threat of Nuclear Weapons’, Opening Remarks, International 
Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War, 2021. (IPPNW-opening-remarks-30-September-2021.pdf (un-arm.org)

Working groups, inclusive of diverse views, have contributed to the thematic sections of 
emerging technologies, existential risks, disarmament education, intersectionality 
inclusivity, and verification, to try and contribute to the ongoing dialogue towards 
enhancing global peace and security by abolishing nuclear weapons.

This document does not claim to be representative of all youth voices and organisations, 
nor does it claim to be a comprehensive document of all possible issues and suggestions. 
This document has been prepared by a diverse representation of youth from around the 
world in the capacity of delegates to the Youth MSP as part of Youth for TPNW. We 
understand that this document and recommendations are just a starting place, but we 
wish to ignite conversations in the right direction by identifying the threats and possible 
ways forward. 

ADDRESSING RISKS OF 
EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES 
TO THE FUTURE OF YOUTH

Technology is a rapidly evolving domain with great potential and applicability. The rate of 
emerging technologies and the multiple approaches to understanding and regulating 
them means that new technological domains are susceptible to errors, inadequate 
governance, and security laws, as well as ethical concerns.

Emerging technology is currently being governed by the goals of maximising efficiency via 
autonomous machines with growing accuracy.(5) Digitalisation accelerates vulnerability to 
cyber attacks, which cannot be prevented or controlled in its entirety. Such attacks can also 
lead to the manipulation and/or misinterpretation of sensitive information (culminating in 
misinformation and disinformation). Employment of autonomous machines and processes 
for the running and regulation of sensitive operations could have disastrous effects on the 
present and future. (6)

Contemporary reality is challenging the post-Cold War rule-based order. There is a growing 
sense of insecurity among states fueled by international competition and the security 
dilemma. With the presence of nuclear weapons and the possibility of their intentional or 
accidental use, the world could witness unintended escalations, which would undoubtedly 
result in a catastrophe that could affect all of humankind for generations to come.

ALICE FERRARIO, AISHWARYA ANAND, DARIEN CASTRO, 
MIYA REDFROG (EDS. ANANT SARIA)

INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND
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https://www.icanw.org/emergingtechnologies [Accessed 30 May 2022].
 (10) Europeanleadershipnetwork.org. (2020). How emerging technologies impact the future of nuclear risk and 
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(12)  ‘Military and Killer Robots’, website, Stop Killer Robots (Accessed: May 26, 2022) 
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AI, cyberspace, and nuclear weapons

Emerging technologies are giving rise to new missile systems and blurring the lines
between conventional and nuclear weapons. This is particularly the case with hypersonic
missiles which can be made nuclear-capable (weapons) by changing the payload to one
with a nuclear yield.(7) Such emerging systems and technologies are also challenging the
defensive capabilities and threat perception of other countries, thereby raising the levels of
global insecurity. It is incentivising all nuclear-weapon states to modernise and/or increase
the number of nuclear weapons they have employed. Despite subscribing to no first use
and minimum credible deterrence, China is expanding its nuclear arsenal with a reported
goal of reaching 1,000 nuclear weapons by 2030 from the current reported number of 350
nuclear weapons.(8)

While states modernise their nuclear weapon systems, they will adopt the latest technology
to guarantee readiness, precision and swiftness. Such modernisation is likely to feature
automation to partial or full extent to guarantee deterrence and a second-strike capability.
The required automation will see the employment of artificial intelligence (AI) and larger
use of cyberspace to ensure effective defence systems integration. The use of AI and
cyberspace poses a twofold threat in the case of nuclear weapons. First, it can speed up
warfare, shortening the decision-making window for leaders.(9) This increases the margin
for error in case of false alarms or system malfunctions. Secondly, greater use of cyberspace
also makes such sensitive systems vulnerable to cyber-attacks. Such attacks could jam
systems, potentially launch weapons, and take away the human factor from the final
decision of firing the weapons.(10) The history of nuclear close calls and false alarms
illustrates the importance of human instinct and ethical participation in the final decision to
launch nuclear weapons.(11) Autonomous systems also render a dangerous accountability
gap: it is unclear who – if anyone – could be held responsible for unlawful acts caused by an
autonomous weapon. Is it the programmer, manufacturer, commander, or the machine
itself?(12)

The above threats need to be addressed. States need to ensure safety protocols, overrides,
and efficient defence systems. Additionally, all alarms need to be verified through multiple

TOWARDS ADDRESSING THE RISKS OF EMERGING 
TECHNOLOGY
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sources, the data for which is gathered using different systems. States need to address the
accountability gap and make sure that there is a decision over accountability in case of
incidents facilitated by autonomous systems. However, the existential risks posed by
nuclear weapons cannot be extinguished simply by employing better mechanisms.
Adhering to the TPNW to abolish nuclear weapons is the only way to guarantee security
from nuclear catastrophe. 

Risks of the Space Age

Ever since the Cold War era of space exploration and adventurous enterprising, space has
been an economic and military vantage point. It offers new terrain, a literal ‘higher ground’,
and potentially valuable natural resources to capitalise on.(13)

For decades, countries have been disproportionately focused on national security and
military prowess, desperate to gain traction in the ‘space race’ and make their mark in a
changing world order. This has led to the commercialisation and possibilities of
militarisation of space as another field to further political agendas, for countries to show
superiority and wield power over one another in the name of science and national security.
(14) In furthering their ambitions and in the interest of keeping scientific, research and
political secrets, nations may withhold important information from the public, and each
other, further adding to insecurities. 

Satellites are an important part of space technology and play an integral role in missile
defence and early warning systems. They are also used for everything from weather
regulation, mapping, the internet, and financial infrastructure. Autonomous satellites – just
like any other AI system – can also turn deadly. Something as simple as omitting some
potentially crucial data due to error or incompetencies in the programme, or hasty
application of a technology that is still immature and imperfect, could become the catalyst
for harm.(15) Accidental fires in the case of fully automated systems and false alarms or
nuclear attacks become a possibility with the chances that satellites can be hacked or even
malfunction. Such instances raise the risks of the use of nuclear weapons. 

The 1967 Outer Space Treaty bans the stationing of weapons of mass destruction (WMD) in
outer space, prohibits military activities on celestial bodies, and details legally binding rules
governing the peaceful exploration and use of space. There is a need for all states to adhere
to their commitment.(16) The ban on anti-satellite (ASAT) weapons testing is welcome since
in case of the loss of crucial defence infrastructure on the destruction of any satellite, the
risks of nuclear launches, fuelled by insecurity and lack of information, increase. State
parties to the TPNW can symbolically reiterate their commitment to the prohibition of the
placement of nuclear weapons in space.  
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Youth: Today and Tomorrow

Concerns about climate change, global warming, eco-friendly practices, and the depletion 
of non-renewable resources are more at the forefront than ever before.(17) Bolstered by
social media and the internet, youth activism has reached unprecedented standards of 
global involvement. Improvements in education and resource access have made young 
people well-equipped to understand the world’s problems, brainstorm solutions and take 
steps to safeguard future generations.(18)

Concerns for human safety and security are ever-changing, but they have been present for 
centuries. The creation and maintenance of autonomous technologies require data from 
surveillance, personalised activity reports, and even studies of human physiology.(19) 
However, nuclear weapons pose an intergenerational existential threat. Even in the case 
that humankind survives a nuclear war in small numbers, rebuilding civilisation would 
become a mammoth task after the destruction of the world as we know it, and the inability 
to move around the world without risking exposure to radioactive material. This poses the 
responsibility of addressing the nuclear challenge today and avoiding a nuclear war at all 
costs. The best way to avoid a nuclear war, accidental or intentional, would be the abolition 
of nuclear weapons.

The COVID-19 pandemic has exposed crucial gaps in our industrial and socio-economic 
networks, proving once again that even seemingly unlikely dangerous events can still 
occur, despite our best efforts.(20) Despite the crisis, the UN Secretary General’s call for a 
global ceasefire, in order to redirect funds and focus on tackling the pandemic, failed to 
gain international political support. There is a need to rebalance the spending between 
developing weapons and upgrading militaries that threaten physical security, with 
spending dedicated to tackling other sources of human insecurities.(21)

We urge state parties to address issues of emerging technologies and accelerate outreach 
to ensure that the nuclear-powered states join the TPNW, to make sure that we do not 
forget to address the existential risks posed by nuclear weapons while highlighting our 
responsibilities towards the youth and future generations when addressing existential risks 
posed by climate change. If we fail to do so, the youth of today will be forced to pass on 
greater risks, damages and insecurity to the generations of tomorrow.
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Technological advancement remains a double-edged sword, posing as much potential for 
destruction as it does for the betterment of life and society. The best way to ensure that 
such technology does not lead us to an event of a nuclear catastrophe is to abolish nuclear 
weapons. Therefore, as the TPNW emphasises, every state shares the responsibility to 
abolish nuclear weapons.(22)

States need to ensure safety protocols, overrides, and efficient defence systems. 
Additionally, all alarms need to be verified through multiple sources, the data for which is 
gathered using different systems.

States need to address the accountability gap and make sure that there is a decision over 
accountability in case of incidents facilitated by autonomous systems. We urge the 
proponents and stakeholders of the space race and emerging technologies that are being 
militarised to consider the need for remediation, mitigation and reduction of the damage 
by those systems. 

Vulnerable communities also face the worst consequences – often without their prior 
knowledge – of experimentation, surveillance, climate change and nuclear fallout 
associated with technological development.(23) Moreover, if the present is any indication of 
the future of human society, it is inevitable that in the event of a real catastrophe, 
vulnerable, less privileged communities will be less able to evacuate from the affected 
regions or adapt to the environmental consequences. 

There is much money and effort spent on technology for military weapons and space 
exploration, when problems of poverty, discrimination, socioeconomic inequalities and 
environmental degradation persist. We acknowledge the numerous advantages of 
technological innovation and investment, but if we fail to address the challenges faced by 
the most vulnerable in society, we risk fueling global insecurity and crisis. Policymakers 
must deliberate upon the risks of emerging technologies as a crucial factor influencing the 
complete abolishment of nuclear weapons.

The first MSP of the TPNW must address the dilemma between the ambiguous 
developmental and technological advancement goals for the long-term future and the 
existential risks faced by that very future with the increased potential for the use of nuclear 
weapons being fueled by the same emerging technologies.
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Nuclear energy and emerging technologies developed for ‘peaceful’ activities also pose and 
amplify the threats of nuclear war. Autonomous weapons and their mere presence pose 
potentially fatal consequences that could be avoided by following the TPNW’s provisions. 
Member states to the TPNW can strengthen regulations on emerging technologies starting 
on a fresh slate with the first meeting of state parties (MSP), at a multilateral platform and 
backed by international law. 
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INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND

FRANCIS AKUME, NURUL HASNAT OVE, OLIVIA VACACEGU, 
JULIA WEISSTEINER, MERE TUILAU, BEDI RACULE (EDS. 
LUCY TILLER, ANANT SARIA)

During the Cold War and into the twenty-first century, instances of nuclear close calls 
were and continue to be alarmingly common. These close calls have included 
erroneous reporting leading to perceived ‘retaliatory’ strikes (e.g. Suez Crisis 1956), 
misinterpretation of unidentified rockets, crafts etc (e.g. Norwegian rocket incident 
1995) and straight accidents (e.g. North Carolina Goldsboro B-52 crash 1961).(25) Given 
the number of near-misses, it is in spite of (rather than because of) nuclear weapons 
that we have avoided a nuclear strike.

Today, the danger has not diminished: on the contrary. More states than ever are own 
nuclear weapons. Furthermore, many of these states are in overt, proxy, or tacit conflict 
with one another, whether through political disagreements or historic proxy wars. 
Some have an unstable security environment (for example in the case of Israel’s 
assumed possession of nuclear weapons); others are at war with neighbour states 
(Russia’s recent invasion of Ukraine); another still is a long-standing pariah state (North 
Korea). Even states assumed by Western norms to be ‘rational’ actors using nuclear 
weapons for deterrence purposes pose a threat given the incredible destructive power 
of nuclear weapons.

The nuclear order is now more complex than it was during the Cold War. It is more 
unstable and unpredictable, and thus even more threatening to life on Earth. Far from 
facing a reduced nuclear threat in the post-Cold War era, the world still faces a
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“But our destructive capabilities continue to grow, and we cannot rely on luck forever. We 
need to take decisive steps to end this period of escalating risk and safeguard our future. 
Fortunately, it is in our power to do so. The greatest risks are caused by human action, and 
they can be addressed by human action. Whether humanity survives this era is thus a 
choice humanity will make.”(24)
                                              - Toby Ord, ‘The Precipice’

ADDRESSING EXISTENTIAL 
RISKS TO THE FUTURE OF 
YOUTH – SECURING OUR 
FUTURE
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Tests conducted by nuclear powers during the twentieth century give us a small 
insight into the power of nuclear weapons. Some impressions from a Pacific viewpoint 
begin to illustrate the immense destructive capabilities of these weapons.

 “On an islet called Runit within Enewetak atoll in the Marshall Islands sits a massive 
concrete dome which houses over 3.1 million cubic feet of radioactive waste from the 
US’s twentieth-century nuclear tests in the Marshall Islands and Nevada. Nearby, a 
small community of just under 700 people including children live on Enewetak, 
playing and fishing in the ocean. A 2020 report by the U.S. Department of Energy 
identified considerable risks of the Runit dome leaking radioactive waste into our 
Pacific Ocean due to rising sea levels caused by climate change. The dismissive 
language used in this report to describe the risk towards the people of Enewetak 
(such as ‘no considerable risk’ and ‘no significant risk’) causes emotional distress 
among Marshallese youth, who now understand the meaning of ‘significance’ within 
scientific studies. These phrases are reminders of the lies and assurances that were 
made to our people in the past when they were used as guinea pigs to study the 
impacts of nuclear fallout on human beings.”

                     - Pacific Youth4TPNW, Bedi Racule (Marshall Islands Student Association)
                       and Olivia Baro (Pacific Conference of Churches)

precarious situation: if the balance is upset, it is not hyperbolic to state that near-total
annihilation of life on earth is possible. Such existential risks underlie all themes
addressed in the document. The presence and the potential for the use of nuclear
weapons proliferate existential risks with various causes and effects that are illustrated
under the different themes within this document.

The entry into force of the TPNW is an important milestone in the development of the 
norm against nuclear weapons. The preambular paragraph in the Treaty acknowledges 
being mindful of the unacceptable suffering and harm caused to the victims of nuclear 
testing. It further triggers state parties’ commitment to the implementation of the 
Treaty. The TPNW contains both positive obligations and prohibitions that state parties 
must abide by upon entry into force, as well as a schedule of meetings for state parties 
and observers to consider the Treaty’s implementation, which will commence within
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ADDRESSING THE EXISTENTIAL RISKS OF NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS TO THE FUTURE

The case of the Pacific nations

For more than half a century, Pacific nations witnessed the widespread and 
devastating impacts of more than 315 nuclear tests conducted by the United States, 
United Kingdom and France. The humanitarian consequences emanating from these 
testing have adversely affected the Pacific Island populations and led to environmental
contamination. Little or no concern for health and wellbeing, let alone economic and 
social legacies as well as environmental contamination have been considered for the 
Pacific Island nations. 



one year of its entry into force. The positive obligations of the Treaty places 
responsibility on States to assist victims of nuclear weapons use and testing and 
remediate contaminated environments. Pacific Island Nations have strongly advocated 
for the inclusion of these provisions in the treaty owing to its legacy of being a site for 
nuclear weapons testing. 

Safeguarding future generations from the possibilities of a nuclear war

Young people are faced with many challenges in a rapidly changing world. These
challenges are associated with economic, social, technological, cultural and 
environmental factors. Since the Russian invasion of Ukraine, another existential risk 
has come into sharp focus: warfare which might escalate into a nuclear conflict. This is 
especially an area of concern for young people living in Europe. Given that nuclear 
fallout does not observe state boundaries, however, this is a threat with wide-reaching 
consequences. In addition to the burden of the climate emergency, which is 
disproportionately affecting the Global South, young people are now also faced with 
the renewed threat of a small number of people having the power to destroy the 
planet within a few short hours. To compound this, bilateral agreements which might 
decrease nuclear risk are vanishingly rare, and unilateral disarmament efforts are rarer 
still.

However, as stated above, “the greatest risks are caused by human action, and they 
can be addressed by human action.” Thinking about existential risks means 
questioning our values as human beings, it means that each and every one of us can 
make a difference. The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) is a 
beginning and a “momentous achievement.”(26) It is small- and medium-sized states 
who have formed a coalition to put pressure on the nuclear-armed states and 
succeeded in labelling them as inhumane, useless and illegal. The TPNW creates “a 
strong sense of urgency for nuclear disarmament,” and “rejects nuclear deterrence as a 
foundation for our shared security.”(27) Since the TPNW stigmatises the mere 
possession of nuclear weapons, it puts pressure on nuclear-armed states to disarm 
their arsenals.

As Youth MSP delegates, we are a small part of the broad coalition of states, 
academics, NGOs and civil society trying to convince the world’s leaders to reject 
nuclear weapons. As young people, we look toward our collective futures, and we 
believe that only a complete prohibition and subsequent destruction of all existing 
nuclear weapons can secure this collective future and reduce at least one of the many 
existential risks facing humanity. Disarmament is key to securing the future of young 
people and thus of all people and our collective future. It is the key to long-lasting, 
global peace.
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While the TPNW has made important steps in acknowledging the importance of the 
“social and economic inclusion” of marginalised actors, the treaty has done little to 
address the obstacles which currently inhibit the equal and effective participation of 
these actors in current disarmament discussions.(28)

The Visa Divide

For many aspiring representatives, particularly from the global South or disputed 
territories, participation is restricted by complex immigration processes. Successful 
visa acquisition is strongly correlated with racial and financial privilege, creating a clear 
global visa cost divide. Research has demonstrated that the wealthier a country, the 
lower the costs are for its citizens to travel overseas: “whereas Europeans usually hardly 
have to work at all for travel permits, visa costs often amount to several weeks of mean 
income in Sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia."(29) This injustice creates a significant

ADDRESSING THE BARRIERS TO EQUAL AND 
EFFECTIVE PARTICIPATION

16INTEGRATING AN 
INTERSECTIONAL 
APPROACH INTO THE 
FUTURE OF DISARMAMENT 
DIPLOMACY

The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) uniquely centres humans in 
its provisions, using inclusive language that takes into account various aspects, such as 
incorporating victims’ rights and highlighting the need for the equal participation of 
women. This inclusivity reflects the process by which the treaty was drafted – an 
inclusive process without the oppressive structures of previous treaties, that tend to be 
dominated by the threats and power of nuclear states. Whilst this textual inclusivity is 
a good start, much work remains to be done to improve intersectionality within 
disarmament diplomacy. The following section highlights issues and barriers that 
prevent inclusive disarmament diplomacy and makes recommendations for how to 
overcome them to ensure a more accessible and diverse future. 
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barrier to the ability of marginalised actors from the global South to participate in 
international discussions. As the UN representative of Cuba has stated, “the 
discriminatory process of issuing visas prevented Member States [and non-state 
actors] from being duly represented at meetings and negotiations held at United 
Nations Headquarters and resulted in inequality”.(30) As illustrated, visas and other 
forms of travel documentation remain a means through which the global North can 
continue to assert hegemony in international fora and exclude alternative voices. 

At Youth for TPNW, we have faced the same obstacle in our attempts to include 
diverse voices at the Youth MSP. The significantly higher cost per person, for the 
physical presence of non-western, non-European members and delegates made it 
extremely difficult for us to have their physical participation at the MSP in Vienna. 
However, the Youth MSP composition would certainly be significantly different if visa 
and travel costs for delegates from different parts of the world did not differ by such a 
large margin.

The Digital Divide 

As Lenni Montiel, the Assistant Secretary-General for Economic Development in the UN 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs stated: the internet “helps people connect, 
organise and act towards a common purpose”.(31) However, a great divide exists in the 
ability to access the internet and other Information Communication Technology (ICT) 
systems, with less than 10% of people in Less Developed Countries accessing the 
internet compared with more than 80% in developed countries.(32) The inability to 
access resources widely available to other actors disadvantages these participants and 
creates a barrier to their effective and meaningful participation. Moreover, this digital 
divide is further pronounced when taking gender into account, with women being 20% 
less likely to have access to the internet and other digital platforms than men.(33)

Victim Assistance

While individuals and communities at the local level are those most impacted by the 
effects of nuclear weapons, they are frequently excluded from discussions about 
assistance for their communities. Typically, it is the state that oversees the design and 
implementation of victim assistance programmes, often using standardised 
frameworks which fail to address the unique contextual and cultural needs of affected 
communities. In this way, victim assistance can often be seen more as imposition than 
aid, especially to marginalised actors who may have a complicated relationship with 
state authorities. 
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Continued marginalisation of women in the peace and security agenda

The United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 (2000) reaffirmed the critical role 
of women in international peace and security.(34) Despite this, women continue to be 
disproportionately underrepresented in UN-led peacebuilding, as evidenced by the 
fact that only 23 per cent of delegates in peace processes, led or co-led by the UN in 
2020, were women, according to the UN Secretary-General's 2021 Report on Women, 
Peace, and Security Agenda.(35) Furthermore, using data from 1990 to 2019, a UN 
Women-commissioned study found a clear link between militarisation and gender 
inequality.(36) This posed a challenge to women's participation in various
peacebuilding efforts such as prevention and resolution of conflicts, humanitarian 
response, peacekeeping, post-conflict reconstruction, and even disarmament 
dialogues and talks. Despite the disproportionate impacts of nuclear weapons use and 
testing on women and girls and their underrepresentation at international fora, the 
disarmament of nuclear weapons continues to be overlooked as an effective strategy 
to strengthen the implementation of UNSCR 1325. 

Tokenised Participation

The TPNW states that “relevant non-governmental organisations shall be invited to 
attend the meetings of States Parties and the review conferences as observers”.(37) 
This renders the risk of producing tokenised participation in which the attendance of 
marginalised actors is celebrated as a victory for diversity and inclusion, yet their ability 
to actually influence discussions remains limited. Furthermore, having to be formally 
‘invited’ to the conference raises the risk of reproducing the same hierarchies that have 
historically excluded certain voices. For example, states can instrumentalise the 
participation of non-governmental organisations by inviting organisations that support 
their views and ideologies, creating a false sense of consensus among governmental 
and non-governmental bodies. As Laila Aldoaat stated when speaking about the 
meaningful participation of women, “men at these tables are often more than happy to 
have a few women who look like them, sound like them and say what they want to 
hear.”(38)
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The TPNW should ensure that intersectionality is foregrounded in all its discussions 
and policy documents. The recommendations below outline actionable steps that 
could be adopted to further enhance intersectionality within the TPNW:

Provide Visa Assistance
Establish a designated office to handle gratis visa processing for participants. 
By removing barriers to participation arising from costs associated with visa 
applications and reducing the time for issuance, such an office would aid 
delegates in participating fully in future meetings. 

Rotate the location of Review Conferences
The TPNW MSP and Review events should be rotated to various locations 
across the world similarly to COP events. Varying the location will facilitate the 
participation of actors who may previously have been excluded due to 
accessibility issues. Such rotation would have to be mindful and strategically 
include venues in the global south. This would allow for the proceedings and 
civil society presence at TPNW proceedings to include diverse opinions and 
marginalised voices, allowing advocates and organisations to be part of the 
proceedings. The second MSP for the TPNW is currently scheduled to take
place in New York City, which would likely enable the participation of a similar 
demographic as the first MSP.

Ensure all participants have access to resources enabling their full 
participation while at conferences
Before events, participants should be consulted to establish their needs, paying 
particular attention to material disadvantages and gender-based, religious, and 
accessibility requirements. This could include childcare support for women, 
personal security for those at risk, and financial support for transportation and 
accommodation. During the 2001-2005 Somali peace negotiations, participants 
benefited from a number of these support mechanisms as well as a resource 
centre, equipped with computers, photocopiers, printers, and internet access. 
This model could be rolled out to all future TPNW discussions. 

RECOMMENDATIONS
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Expand the definition of victim
The definition of victim in the TPNW Treaty Text should expand from an 
individual-centric approach to a definition that centres on whole groups and 
communities. Tunisia’s Truth and Dignity Commission could provide an 
example for such a definition: under the commission’s framework, ‘Victim’ 
includes not only an individual who has suffered harm, but also groups, family 
members, and “every region which was marginalised, or which suffered 
systematic exclusion.” By widening the definition, the commission was not only 
able to assist individuals but also address the socio-economic and structural 
harm which has aggravated and perpetuated harm in particular communities. 
An expansion of the definition of victim in the TPNW treaty would enhance the 
transformational power of the victim-assistance outlined in Article X by 
addressing the generational damage and resultant horizontal inequalities 
caused by nuclear weapons.



Address women’s marginalisation in disarmament fora
The TPNW specifically references the importance of “equal, full, and effective 
participation of both women and men” as essential to sustainable peace and 
security. However, women and girls continue to be underrepresented in 
important discussions and meetings relating to international security and 
nuclear weapons.(39) Addressing women's continued marginalisation 
necessitates outreach and advocacy programs, as well as scholarship programs 
that encourage women to pursue careers in security and nuclear disarmament, 
such as the IAEA's Marie Skłodowska-Curie Fellowship Programme for women 
who wish to pursue a master's degree in nuclear technology and other related 
fields, but without regard to the level of study.(40) It will also be critical to 
increase funding for research and activities focusing on the gender aspects of 
nuclear weapons and disarmament.

Mainstream civic engagement in victim assistance programming
Victim assistance should be reoriented to involve survivors and civil society in 
the design and implementation of victim assistance programmes, to ensure it 
addresses the needs of those affected. To do this, consultations and the 
inclusion of voices from civil society organisations need to be mainstreamed in 
all stages of the victim assistance process.  

Establish new fora for dialogue and exchange
The treaty says “relevant non-governmental organisations shall be invited to 
attend the meetings of States Parties and the review conferences as observers”, 
but this is not enough. This can contribute to tokenised participation;  
prevention requires new coalitions that more accurately reflect the importance 
of young people, women, and representatives from the private sector, civil 
society, and community-based organisations. Prevention efforts should focus 
on strengthening the capacity of society for prevention—not just the state. It is 
important to empower underrepresented voices such as women, youth, and 
marginalised groups, and to increase the quality of people’s engagement. An 
inclusive process for selecting representatives from diverse groups is critical for 
building trust and creating meaningful participation. Establishing forums at 
different levels of society for dialogue, exchange of ideas and building capacity 
through development assistance—training, development of guidance, and 
institutional strengthening—for national and local actors can build a society’s 
capacity to strengthen intersectional and inclusive participation at all levels. For 
this decentralised approach to mediation and peacebuilding to work, it is 
important to create synergies with diplomatic efforts at local, national, and 
regional levels.
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The role of youth in the disarmament and non-proliferation movement has been 
acknowledged repeatedly, including in the December 2021 General Assembly 
resolution 76/45.(41) This resolution encourages the promotion of youth participation 
and empowerment on disarmament and non-proliferation issues. Building on this, it 
is crucial that young people are provided with the resources to learn from each 
other, from experts, and have the opportunity to contribute to the right platforms so 
that youth voices can be included within multilateral frameworks such as 
disarmament and non-proliferation.

Youth in disarmament and non-proliferation are advocating for policies and actions 
that strive to end nuclear proliferation and nuclear weapons altogether. The 
campaigns are premised on the threats of nuclear weapons. They pose an existential 
risk to humanity, can cause indiscriminate and disproportionate harm, and can have 
significant environmental damage.(42) Such harmful effects extend far beyond the 
targets of the user and span wide in time, sense and space.

Education and Youth participation

Education comes in many forms - formal, non-formal, and informal. Educational
systems exist to promote formal learning, which follows a syllabus and is intentional 
in the sense that learning is the goal of all the activities learners engage in. Learning 
outcomes are measured by tests and other forms of assessment. Non-formal 
learning takes place outside formal learning environments but within some kind of 
organisational framework. It arises from the learner’s conscious decision to master a 
particular activity, skill or area of knowledge and is thus the result of intentional
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effort. Non-formal learning typically takes place in community settings: swimming
classes for small children, sports clubs of various kinds for all ages, reading groups,
and so on. Informal learning takes place outside schools and colleges and arises from
the learner’s involvement in activities that are not undertaken with a learning
purpose in mind. Informal learning is involuntary and an inescapable part of daily life;
for that reason, it is sometimes called experiential learning.

It is vital to educate young people to empower them with the ability to articulate
their campaign messages, develop agency, rise above impostor syndrome and
condescension, and earn advocacy and knowledge competency skills that would
enable them to perform efficiently and effectively.

Through education, young people can understand the challenges of disarmament
and change the narrative by developing new disarmament strategies. Through
education, the younger generation can express themselves by bringing solutions on
the subject of disarmament and the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons. As
education alone is not enough, young people also need opportunities to present
their perspectives and conduct research to increase their knowledge and aid the
process of nuclear disarmament.

It is very important to emphasise diversity because young people from less
privileged communities often have less access to the tools and opportunities to
better understand the principles of non-proliferation and disarmament.
While working towards disarmament young people display many skills, such as
technical knowledge in disarmament and non-proliferation, advocacy, organisational
skills, teamwork, communication, interpersonal, legal expertise, state security,
qualitative and quantitative research, diplomacy, international relations, national and
regional politics, emotional intelligence, gender mainstreaming, empathy, resilience,
learning new skills, development, agency, and networking skills to be efficient and
effective in their work as well as connected to the sense of responsibility and service
to humanity. They, too, must show commitment, passion, and hard work.

Many young people share a desire to claim their human security as a right due to the
existential threats posed by nuclear weapons and climate change. They are
inherently owed much more from life than fear brought on by the actions of those
who came before them. Young people bear the responsibility to secure a world
where they would live securely, attain and apply their fullest potential, and have
unconditional human rights. Young people can stretch the bounds of development
and create a peaceful, equitable, fulfilling and more developed planet for their
successive generations. For this reason, young people must shoulder this
responsibility to ensure sustainable development is achieved and maintained. This
cannot be achieved without access to education. Education comes in as an equaliser
and currency through which to realise equal human rights for all and global peace.

Education is important as it gives the learner a true sense of self-confidence,
coherence in their articulation, and assertiveness which adds to their competence in
working for disarmament and non-proliferation. There is also an interlinkage
between education and empowerment that can be used to educate and empower
others.
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As Youth for TPNW, we believe there are some challenges currently faced by young 
people in disarmament and non-proliferation concerning education and agency. The 
perception that valuable learning only comes from formal education negatively 
impacts the level of self-confidence and agency in young people that are non- 
formally and informally educated. This hinders their involvement within the 
discourse which affects them by also hampering their credibility.

Disarmament and non-proliferation have not been integrated enough into 
conventional learning and the mainstream media so those enlightened on these 
topics have often sought out this information themselves. This means many 
potential disarmament advocates remain largely unaware of the existential threat 
posed by nuclear weapons. Before the war in Ukraine, the nuclear threat was not 
perceived as something ‘possible’ or ‘close’ by our peers. The nuclear threat is still 
generally perceived as something that belongs to the context of the Cold War, with 
the consequence that there is a lack of interest in this field. 

Those concerned in this field must confront powerful establishments- i.e. rich 
weapon manufacturers and traders, powerful governments, and the related 
information borders due to national security and patent rights with terrible legal 
consequences. Therefore, it is very difficult to have access to all of the information 
and data that exists. Moreover, there is often no space for communication and 
confrontation with such institutions. 

Victims of armament and proliferation activities such as nuclear testing have 
suffered economic damage, physical harm, and even death. Their attempts for 
justice have also been resisted by the governments who carried them out. The 
disarmament and non-proliferation fields also have a shortage of training 
scholarships and fellowships. In most universities, there are no specific courses on 
nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation. Those who want to study in this field are 
often forced to take other courses and specialise on their own accord. We also 
underline the absence of reward and offset for young people who have devoted their 
time and resources to learning and working for disarmament and non-proliferation. 
Since disarmament and non-proliferation have a multi-disciplinary nature and 
require a diverse education, it often takes great dedication and sacrifice for a young 
person to go far in this field.

Most non-formal education methods, such as webinars and training workshops, 
require time, money, and technological resources that individuals from a difficult 
economic background, no matter how motivated, cannot afford access to.
Too often success is conflated with economic well being, reducing the agency of 
poorer young people. A lack of qualifications, pre-existing reputations, and wealth 
often results in impostor syndrome and a lack of self-confidence in young people for 
disarmament and non-proliferation.

CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES
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Starting from the afore-mentioned challenges we have identified some 
recommendations for the international community, organisations and the civil 
society that intend to direct funds and efforts toward amplifying the inclusion and 
empowerment of youth within the disarmament and non-proliferation discourse:

Introducing disarmament and non-proliferation as a recognisable discipline 
within formal learning institutions alongside other risks that might hamper the 
future and security of the youth being educated.

Funding scholarships, fellowships and internship programmes for young 
people in disarmament and non-proliferation. More public exposure to broaden 
the audience of disarmament and non-proliferation studies. Our final goal is to 
achieve a world free from nuclear weapons. Educating young people in peace 
would train the next generation differently, educating new generations to 
reject nuclear weapons and deterrence in favour of diplomacy and sustainable 
peace. This could lead to future leaders being sensitive to the issue of nuclear 
disarmament and not only oriented toward seeking political or economic 
advantage;

Recognition of prior learning for young people who have clearly dedicated their 
time to non-formal and informal learning modes in disarmament and non- 
proliferation through training and experience;

Incentivising participation in disarmament and non-proliferation training 
workshops and other related involvements with financial, recognition and 
opportunity incentives;
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In order to stimulate discussion on the issue of nuclear disarmament, it is 
important to use all the tools we have. Since in most cases the institutions are 
not open to discussion, it becomes important to communicate with civil society 
organisations in order to create a public debate. In doing so, we could use all 
the means we have: music, books, podcasts, influencers, exhibitions, 
testimonies from Hibakusha, etc. It is important to involve other young people 
to claim the right to live in a safe world without nuclear weapons; 

Ensuring that young people maintain agency while developing education in 
disarmament and non-proliferation can be achieved by funding a platform for 
non-formal, peer-learning at an international level. This would provide a space 
for pre-existing groups such as schools, colleges, and youth groups to build 
connections with similar groups from places with differing nuclear weapon 
histories. For instance, between groups in the Nuclear Weapon States and 
States that have been afflicted by nuclear weapons testing connections. 
Partnered groups would support each other educationally, but also in their 
activism for disarmament and non-proliferation. Funding would ensure that 
groups wishing to take part had access to suitable technological resources and 
could provide a platform that matched groups, for instance by age. Funding 
could also grant groups access to translators ensuring language is not a barrier. 
This informal educational model would allow young people to learn from the 
first-hand testimony of peers, encouraging them to maintain agency over how 
they learn;



The entry into force of the TPNW allows us to question the nuclear pillars that have 
characterised international relations since 1945. In the long process of shaping a 
world free from nuclear weapons, education and agency are key points in which 
states and civil society must invest. 

Education will enable young people to advocate for a subject they know well. 
Education is, therefore, more powerful than nuclear weapons and it is the starting 
point to create strategies to end nuclear weapons. Education is one of the weapons 
we have to make the future certain and to make our generation aware of what has 
been in the past and how to organise the present to not repeat the same mistakes.

Beyond education, international structures must become more favourable to youth 
participation and inclusion in the proceedings of multilateral peace processes. These 
efforts directly affect the future - our future. Greater agency and participation in the 
direct proceedings of negotiations would ensure a space for youth concerns to be 
included in policy proceedings intrinsically. This mechanism would play much better 
since youth-oriented policy proposals and recommendations would directly derive 
from, and feed into the negotiations and agreements of state parties. 
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Most university research, and consequently training, is financed by industries 
that have an interest in the nuclear weapons sector. It is essential that training 
and research are detangled from the weapons sector. 

Since the policy recommendations would already cater to the complexities of such 
international proceedings, their inclusion would be easier and youth voices would be 
much better included and empowered. The establishment and utilisation of such a 
mechanism would benefit peace processes and be better positioned and organised 
than multiple policy and youth-oriented documents, like this one, created on an ad- 
hoc basis. 



Multilateral disarmament and arms control agendas often struggle to overcome the 
lack of mutually agreeable disarmament instruments. To secure future generations 
and lower the risk of nuclear catastrophe, there must be deliberation upon the 
verification instruments and measures for disarmament that can be accepted by all 
parties. Solutions to the obstacles of verification are essential to convince more state 
parties to become part of the treaty and accept nuclear disarmament in a 
coordinated manner with other nuclear states.

Verification is a tool used to reinforce agreements, enhancing national and 
international peace and security. By doing this, states continue their commitment to 
agreements and treaties signed in the past. Verification is proving ongoing 
compliance with responsibilities. The verification process increases trust among 
other states complying with the agreement. Regarding verification and nuclear 
disarmament, progress is being made in the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT). 
(43) This treaty makes it difficult for countries to develop nuclear weapons for the 
first time and for countries that already possess them to make more powerful ones. 
The CTBT was negotiated in Geneva between 1994 and 1996, resulting in 186 
countries signing the treaty and 172 of those signatories ratifying it.(44) The 
comprehensive verification regime that was created from this treaty confirms that 
each state follows the treaty’s stipulations. The TPNW can take inspiration from this.
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Youth for TPNW acknowledges the necessity of an obligatory Additional Protocol on 
the non-diversion of declared nuclear material that all TPNW ratifying parties must 
agree to (not just nuclear-armed states), in line with those signed by the state parties 
to the Non-Proliferation Treaty, and verified by the International Atomic Energy 
Agency alongside the safeguards agreement. This would allow for more 
comprehensive international awareness of the states’ use of nuclear material, and 
further strengthen the necessary upholding of future non-proliferation of nuclear 
weapons which is crucial to securing a world free of these weapons.

The threat of nuclear war has resurfaced, as has the conversation about prohibiting 
nuclear weapons. Nuclear weapons-possessing states are feeling pressure from their 
citizens to sign the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW), and 
solidarity has been established between states that have already signed the treaty. 
The relationship between states is just as crucial as the relationship between state 
representatives and their populace. The International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear 
Weapons (ICAN) Cities Appeal has given new insight into the disarmament debate. 
(45) The threat of nuclear detonation of metropolitan cities in the current nuclear 
climate has been enough for hundreds of cities to sign the appeal and pressure their 
government to disarm. 

People worldwide recognise the current situation could become dangerous if 
nuclear weapons were used as they were during the Cold War. There is a lack of trust 
between the populace and the state, as states are not making the same strides in 
nuclear prohibition. Additionally, the reassurances regarding security enhancement 
through nuclear weapons seem obsolete to non-nuclear weapon states after 
observing the Russian aggression on Ukraine. Even within nuclear weapons states, 
the paradox between repeated reassurances by leaders about not using nuclear 
weapons and the billions of dollars spent maintaining and modernising nuclear 
arsenals is not lost on citizens. The resources that can be used for the public good are 
being pumped into an instrument that is not to be used. The gap in the current state 
of affairs is the conversation between the people and the state. The first step to fixing 
this relationship is to analyse solutions offered by the TPNW - supporting groups and 
making real changes.

Generally, processes of verification and trust-building around the disarmament and 
non-proliferation of nuclear weapons are only discussed within the nuclear policy 
making community. However, the harmful effects of nuclear weapons production, 
testing, transportation and detonation could affect anyone in the world, and thus, 
everyone should have access to education on all aspects of nuclear security. As a 
youth organisation, we recognise the vital need for all young people to be taught 
about the various tools and enforcement mechanisms that ensure a nuclear- 
weapons-free world that is in line with states’ commitments to international law.

TRUST WITHIN THE CITIZENRY
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Youth for TPNW acknowledges that the TPNW itself is in an evolving process of 
defining how future disarmament verification will be conducted and calls upon state 
parties at the first MSP to include within their state education curricula information 
regarding all aspects of the nuclear weapons production cycle. This should include 
the processes of verification and trust-building, to inform the youth of the world and 
encourage them to become involved in creating a safer future for our planet. As the 
global process towards nuclear disarmament could take generations, education on 
verification from school-age can be a useful tool to encourage young people to 
consider a career in disarmament or to take part in activism in advocating for new 
ideas for disarmament verification and trust-building.

Youth Dialogue Initiative

Youth for TPNW recognises the vital importance that dialogue plays in fostering 
bonds of trust, mutual understanding, and empathy among ordinary citizens the 
world over, as well as the role that dialogue plays in raising awareness regarding the 
existential dangers that nuclear weapons pose to all people. In addition to universal 
education, Youth for TPNW calls upon governments to create more programs in 
which youth around the world can directly engage in dialogue with one another to 
discuss how the use of nuclear weapons would affect each of their lives. Currently, 
the Youth4Disarmament initiative within the UN is filling the gap between youth 
and the UN. However, greater support from leaders would mean that the existing 
fora can receive greater support and more organisations and fora can be created to
make such programs available to the masses. Currently, Youth4Disarmament serves 
all purposes, from experience to education, and currently caters to a small number of 
individuals. Scaling such opportunities will avail greater integration of Youth in 
disarmament discourses and enable them to contribute to solutions for the future 
more seamlessly and effectively.

We believe that such initiatives could foster understanding among the youth of the 
world of the universal existential threat that nuclear weapons pose to everyone and 
challenge justifications for states to possess nuclear weapons, including deterrence 
as a means of creating international stability. This initiative aligns with Youth for 
TPNW’s primary mission: to create international solidarity of young people firmly 
united against the use of nuclear weapons and awakened to our common interests 
as members of the human race.
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BILATERAL PARTNERSHIPS BETWEEN 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS POSSESSING STATES 
AND NON-NUCLEAR WEAPONS POSSESSING
STATES

TPNW-ratifying parties could seek bilateral partnerships with nuclear weapons 
possessing states to encourage more direct dialogue regarding future arms control 
and disarmament initiatives, and peaceful harnessing of nuclear materials. The 
example of the UK-Norway Initiative to investigate technical and procedural



 challenges regarding possible future nuclear disarmament verification regime 
should serve as inspiration for educating future generations on disarmament 
verification, as this initiative has provided nuclear arms control verification 
simulations for students from the UK, the US, the Russian Federation, South Africa, 
and Egypt.(46) These simulations have allowed students to gain a first-hand 
understanding of the monitored dismantlement process and an increased 
understanding of the human element of the verification process. The growth of 
these kinds of educational experiences for young people would be greatly beneficial 
in demystifying these processes among the general population and providing an 
experience of international youth cooperation which could create a normalisation of 
international cooperation for nuclear arms control and disarmament verification for 
future generations.

Youth for TPNW recognises that there are many steps required to achieve a nuclear- 
weapons-free world. To build trust among states, particularly those which currently 
possess nuclear weapons, “no first use” unilateral or multilateral declaratory policies 
can be a crucial initial step. These policies have been used in the past; for example, 
the Soviet Union adopted a “no first use” policy in 1982.(47) Currently, India and China 
are the only nuclear weapons possessing states that retain a “no first use” policy. The 
latter has been particularly vocal on the international stage regarding the 
importance of the adoption of a “no first use” policy among all nuclear weapons 
possessing states.(48) TPNW ratifying parties could work with states like China to 
ensure that “no first use” policies become standard among these states. In particular, 
engaging in constructive diplomatic efforts with alliances like North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation, which can create strong reinforcing cultures, could create shifts in the 
way the international community discusses nuclear weapons use and deterrence. 
This could constitute an important part of constructing new international norms that
can create a greater sense of trust, particularly among the nuclear weapons 
possessing states. Additionally, with talks of states changing their nuclear weapons 
policies in light of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, this is a critical moment for TPNW 
state parties to engage in diplomatic efforts to avoid the further normalisation of 
nuclear weapons in the international environment and the constructed dependency 
on them that prevails in state-led international security discourse and states’ policies.

Youth for TPNW recognises the importance of integrating the perspectives of both 
civil society and research communities into the holistic strategy for securing a

ADOPTING “NO FIRST USE” POLICIES
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nuclear-weapons-free world. UNIDIR has played a key role in disarmament research 
in cooperation with other organisations in the nuclear disarmament field. However, 
some TPNW state parties may lack the resources (as well as the relatively low 
collective funds to draw from due to the currently small number of state parties) to 
fund new research initiatives toward providing future-oriented solutions to 
strengthen the TPNW terms’ verification and trust-building among state parties and 
within the international community. Collaborative partnerships with think tanks like 
UNIDIR can provide the institutional support for the TPNW ratifying parties to work 
both with one another and with experts in verification and trust-building to provide 
innovative solutions for advancing the future of the nuclear weapons disarmament 
agenda. In particular, research partnerships between TPNW state parties and think 
tanks can facilitate the development of the form a future new international authority 
for disarmament verification will take.

Alternatively to the last suggestion but to address the same purpose, TPNW ratifying 
parties could establish a TPNW-specific Scientific Advisory Board built on the models 
of the Chemical Weapons Convention and the CTBT to bring together experts in 
verification who would be funded by their home institutions in line with Patton, 
Philippe and Mian’s recommendations.(49)

The use of nuclear threats has resulted in a greater divergence in the understanding 
of nuclear weapons’ role in contemporary international security. On the one hand, it 
strengthens the resolve that the existence of nuclear weapons clearly can result in a 
catastrophic nuclear war based on the ‘recklessness’ and resolve of one political 
leader. It also allows a nuclear-armed state to blatantly violate international law 
without consequences. Therefore, the abolition of nuclear weapons is essential for 
peace. On the other hand, the rhetoric that the Russian aggression could have been 
avoided if Ukraine possessed nuclear weapons seems to have gained momentum.

The use of nuclear threats has resulted in a greater divergence in the understanding 
of nuclear weapons’ role in contemporary international security. On the one hand, it 
strengthens the resolve that the existence of nuclear weapons clearly can result in a 
catastrophic nuclear war based on the ‘recklessness’ and resolve of one political 
leader. It also allows a nuclear-armed state to blatantly violate international law
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without consequences. Therefore, the abolition of nuclear weapons is essential for
peace. On the other hand, the rhetoric that the Russian aggression could have been
avoided if Ukraine possessed nuclear weapons seems to have gained momentum.
The proliferation of nuclear weapons can only increase the risks of intentional or
accidental use of nuclear weapons. It also amplifies the risks of nuclear terrorism and
amplifies the existential risks fueled by nuclear weapons. This is not a risk that
humankind can leave to chance.

The most straightforward solution to the risks of a nuclear catastrophe is to get rid of
these apocalyptic devices. The TPNW provides the political will and momentum that
is urgently needed to address the nuclear threat. However, international procedures
and issues of international security rely on long term engagement and continuation.
Such extended agendas and agreements can only be fruitful with a multi-
generational approach.

There is greater recognition and will in the international community to enhance
youth engagement within disarmament and arms control discourses. This must be
capitalised on, and greater opportunities need to be available for integrating young
voices in international discourses that determine their futures.
This document is an attempt by youth delegates from around the world to identify
five key areas of concern that need to be part of the TPNW proceedings and feed
into the larger disarmament agenda: 1.) Addressing risks of emerging technologies to
the future of youth, 2.) Addressing existential risks to the future of youth – securing
our future, 3.) Integrating an intersectional approach into the future of disarmament
diplomacy, 4.) Education and Agency for Youth in Disarmament, and finally 5.) Non-
proliferation and Addressing Disarmament Verification and Trust Building. 

Working in diverse thematic working groups, each theme has been addressed by
identifying risks and opportunities to lower the risks of a nuclear catastrophe. The
team acknowledges the limitations of the study and invites discussion, deliberations,
and contributions to the document and beyond. Ultimately, the creation of the
document is an attempt to contribute the voices of young delegates from Youth for
TPNW to the proceedings of the first MSP for the TPNW.

This historic meeting is an opportunity for youth concerns to be included within the
proceedings of an international treaty right from the get-go. We hope that the above
document feeds into the discussions and can contribute to the integration of youth
concerns within the discussions of the treaty. We hope that the state parties to the
TPNW can also facilitate a mechanism to include young contributors to the
proceedings within or outside of the official MSPs.

In light of the growing recognition for the need for youth participation in
disarmament discourses, we also urge state parties and the international community
to provide greater support and funding to education, fellowships, and professional
opportunities for young individuals around the globe within the arms control
agenda. This would allow greater participation and prolonged engagement of youth
with the arms control and disarmament processes and can enable the consideration
and enactment of long term solutions to promote and sustain global peace.
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